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3rd Sunday after Pentecost
Welcome to worship! In your bulletin there is a Connect Card.
Please fill it out if you’d like to sign up for our weekly
informational emails and/or communicate with our office or
Pastor. For those who would rather not come forward for
communion, ushers will provide single-serve communion (grape
juice or wine) and a bulletin. All are welcome to share in the
sacrament of Holy Communion.
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
We are on the ancestral homelands of the Upper Skagit peoples.
We are grateful for their stewardship of our shared land &
waterways since time immemorial. May we live consciously and
respectfully, honoring treaties, and remembering that God
created everything and we are to keep it sacred.
GREETING
The grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
OPENING SONG: “In Thee is Gladness” ELW 867
1 In thee is gladness amid all sadness,
Jesus, sunshine of my heart.
By thee are given the gifts of heaven,
thou the true redeemer art.
Our souls thou wakest; our bonds thou breakest.
Who trusts thee surely has built securely
and stands forever: Alleluia!
Our hearts are pining to see thy shining,
dying or living, to thee are cleaving;
naught can us sever: Alleluia!
2 Jesus is ours! We fear no powers,
not of earth or sin or death.
He sees and blesses in worst distresses;
he can change them with a breath.
Wherefore the story tell of his glory
with heart and voices; all heav'n rejoices
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in him forever: Alleluia!
We shout for gladness, triumph o'er sadness,
love him and praise him and still shall raise him
glad hymns forever: Alleluia!
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity,
☩ one God, whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,
we confess that we have not followed your path
but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves,
we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need, we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life.
Save us from ourselves, and free us to love our neighbors.
Amen.
Hear the good news!
God does not deal with us according to our wrongdoings
but delights in moving us forward in faith.
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You are free to love as God loves.
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Sovereign God, keep us faithful to the ways of your Son. Leaving behind that which hinders us, may we
steadfastly follow your paths, being witness to all that needs to be seen, changed, and proclaimed,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
THE READINGS
First Reading: 2 Kings 2:1-14
2Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on
their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.’ But
Elisha said, ‘As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.’ So they went down to

Bethel. 3The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, ‘Do you know
that today the LORD will take your master away from you?’ And he said, ‘Yes, I know; keep silent.’
4 Elijah said to him, ‘Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.’ But he said, ‘As the LORD lives,
and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.’ So they came to Jericho. 5The company of prophets who
were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, ‘Do you know that today the L ORD will take your
master away from you?’ And he answered, ‘Yes, I know; be silent.’
6 Then Elijah said to him, ‘Stay here; for the L ORD has sent me to the Jordan.’ But he said, ‘As
the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.’ So the two of them went on. 7Fifty men of
the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing
by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted
to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from
you.’ Elisha said, ‘Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.’ 10He responded, ‘You have asked a
hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.’ 11As
they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and
Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and crying out, ‘Father, father! The
chariots of Israel and its horsemen!’ But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes
and tore them in two pieces.
13 He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went back and stood on the bank of
the Jordan. 14He took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and struck the water, saying, ‘Where
is the LORD, the God of Elijah?’ When he had struck the water, the water was parted to the one side and
to the other, and Elisha went over.
L: The Word of the Lord
C: thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation: “Halleljujah” ELW 171
Hallelujah, hallelujah; halle, hallelujah.
Hallelujah, hallelujah; halle, hallelujah. (2x)
Gospel: Luke 9:51-62
51
When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 52And he sent
messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for
him; 53but they did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54When his disciples
James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven
and consume them?” 55But he turned and rebuked them. 56Then they went on to another village.
57
As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 58And
Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to
lay his head.” 59To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my
father.” 60But Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the
kingdom of God.” 61Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my
home.” 62Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of
God.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

SONG OF THE DAY: “Will You Come and Follow Me” ELW 798
1 "Will you come and follow me
if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don't know
and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown,
will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown
in you and you in me?
2 "Will you leave yourself behind
if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind
and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare,
should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer pray'r
in you and you in me?
3 "Will you let the blinded see
if I but call your name?
Will you set the pris'ners free
and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean,
and do such as this unseen,
and admit to what I mean
in you and you in me?
4 "Will you love the you you hide
if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside
and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you've found
to reshape the world around,
through my sight and touch and sound
in you and you in me?"
5 Lord, your summons echoes true
when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you
and never be the same.
In your company I'll go
where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I'll move and live and grow
in you and you in me.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
All are welcome to light a candle during the prayers.
When the reader says, “Receive this prayer, gracious God,” the congregation sings:
God of mercy, God of love
Hear our prayers as we lift them up.
God of mercy, God of love
Hear our prayers as we lift them up.
PASSING OF THE PEACE
May the peace of God be with you always.
And also with you.
You are invited to share a sign of peace with your neighbor.
OFFERING
Online giving is also available at burlingtonlutheran.org, Venmo @Burlington-Lutheran, the Vanco
Mobile app or by texting 360-727-0807.
MUSIC DURING OFFERING: “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” ELW 697
Offering Prayer
God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your goodness, strengthen
us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
COMMUNION
At Burlington Lutheran Church we celebrate open table communion which means the table is open to
ALL, no exceptions. For those who would rather not come forward for communion, ushers will provide
single-serve communion (grape juice or wine). If you are at home please gather your communion
elements at this time. Come, taste and see that God is good!
Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Holy Communion
The Prayer of Jesus
Our loving God, who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kindom come, your will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sin, as we forgive those
who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For yours is the kindom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Music During Communion: “God Loves Everyone” by Ron Sexsmith
Prayer after Communion
Life-giving God,
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds
and fed us with your mercy.
Now send us forth to live for others,
both friend and stranger, that all may come to experience your love.
This we pray in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
BLESSING
SENDING SONG: “Freedom is Coming”
1 (Oh, freedom,) Freedom is coming.
(oh, freedom,) Freedom is coming.
(oh, freedom.) Freedom is coming. Oh, yes, I know.
(2x)
(Oh, yes, I know.) Oh, oh, yes, I know.
(Oh, yes, I know.) Oh, oh, yes, I know.
(Oh, yes, I know.) Oh, oh, yes, I know. Oh, yes, I know.
(2x)
2 Oh Jesus, Jesus is coming.
(oh, Jesus,) Jesus is coming.
(oh, Jesus.) Jesus is coming. Oh, yes, I know.
(2x)
(Oh, yes, I know.) Oh, oh, yes, I know.
(Oh, yes, I know.) Oh, oh, yes, I know.
(Oh, yes, I know.) Oh, oh, yes, I know. Oh, yes, I know.
(2x)
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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GOD IS LOVE
We are all God’s beloved children and are recipients of God’s radical love and grace.
All are welcome in this church community. You are welcome here if you have ever felt excluded or
judged because of your gender, ethnicity, race, religion, status, ability, sexual orientation, doubts or
questions. We are a community committed to racial equity, and we believe in Jesus’ commandments
to love God and love neighbor. Join us!
Matthew 22: 37-39
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